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crossing the little river Saar and passing by the
fortress of Metz. He met for the moment with
practically no opposition. Marmont, whose corps
numbered less than 10,000 men, not daring to
make a stand on the Saar and Metz being so
feebly garrisoned as to excite no fear, although
Bliicher thought best to detach Yorck's corps to
hold it under observation while he himself hurried
on to Nancy.

Blucher's letters and reports throughout this
campaign in France are of such interest and im-
portance as to remind us of the commentaries of
another great conqueror of Gaul written nearly
two thousand years before. On January I2th
he writes to Schwarzenberg:

To-day I arrived with the Silesian army before
Metz. Saarlouis and Landau are invested, Thion-
ville and Luxemburg blockaded. I can give battle, at
the present moment with 74,000 men, or on the iQth
in front of Metz with 90,000, or later still with the
number that your Highness knows.

On the I4th lie writes to Ruchel:

The enemy had his forces all drawn up at Metz;
but to-day I receive the anouncement that they have
marched away to Verdun. So we are off for Paris!
Unless we do something foolish we shall carry all before
us. Marshal Schwarzenberg is a fine man but he has
three monarchs around him. Alexander is cleverer
than any of his generals, bevsides being the noblest of
men. He said to me: "Blucher, it would be a good